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disinterested motives, for he knew that large
supplies of ivory, furs, and ostrich feathers came
from the Xgami region, and he desired to get
some share from that inviting field, from which
it was known that Sekhome drew much wealth.
But Sekhome knew the route, and this, for
obvious reasons, he kept secret. So Sechele
sent messengers to Sekhome with the present of
an ox, and asking permission for Livingstone to
pass through his country. The request was
refused, at the instigation of Sekhome's mother,
who had not been suitably propitiated. Then
followed another embassy, with an ox for
Sekhome and another for his irate mother. Still
Sekhome refused, on the ground that he feared
that the Matebele would kill the white men,
and he would be blamed. So Livingstone went
by another route, and after a terrible journey
and incredible hardships, reached Lake Ngami
on August 1st, 1849. But he found $hat the
crafty Sekhome had sent men ahead of hitn all
the way, to try to prevent the Bushmen and the
Bakalahari from giving any assistance to the
explorers. This was Sekhome's policy through-
out his troubled life. Though at times pro-
fessing friendship towards the missionaries, he
was far-sighted enough to feax that the coming
of the white men, and especially these men
with " the Word of God," as they were called,
would inevitably interfere with his cherished
insularity, and undermine his barbarian rule.
And can we wonder that these old heathen chiefs
should hesitate to tolerate a religion which IB-